II. CHAPTER XI

The Hoysala style is richly represented by the temples
of Belur, Halebldu and Somanathapura built in Mysore
Karnataka by the Hoysala kings. They are the most
exquisite specimens of the epic grandeur, variety and
massiveness of Karnataka architecture. They are remark-
able for the fine blending of scultpure and architecture,
for immortalising in stone religion, legend, history and
contemporary life in the form of dance, dress, manners, etc.*
and for creating myriad forms of beauty in design and
structure. They exhibit the urge of great artists in the
power and perfection of an art which, while maintaining
its unity, leaves no scope for further embellishment of even
the smallest parts of its material. That is why Fergusson
says "There are many buildings in India which are
unsurpassed for delicacy of detail by any in the world* but
the temples at Belur and Halebldu surpass even these for

freedom of handling and richness of fancy.l----The amount

of labour which each facet of this porch (in Belur) displays
is such as, I believe* never was bestowed on any surface
of equal extent in any building in the world " *. Proceeding
further, he bestows the highest meed of praise on the
Hoysalesvara and Kedaresvara temples at Halebldu and
compares them to the Parthenon at Athens, adding that
the former tend towards exuberant fancy whereas the latter
tends towards intellectual purity in the sphere of
architecture *.

1  B. L. Rice: Mysore and Koorg   from the Inscrip-
tions, p. 193.
2  James Fergusson :   History of Indian and Eastern
Architecture, VoL I, p. 440.      * Ibid, pp. 443-450.